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LOW-COST OPTIONS
*Available in at least one format for under $40. Ebook prices vary by platform.

FIRST-YEAR COMPOSITION
Academic Writing Now  
with Readings
eBook from $28.95

Academic Writing Now, 2e
eBook from $21.95

The Mad Scientist’s Guide 
to Composition
eBook from $21.95

The Essays Only You  
Can Write
eBook from $22.95

The Argument Toolbox
eBook from $23.95

The Argument Handbook
eBook from $37.95

Speaking of Writing
eBook from $35.95

Essays and Arguments
eBook from $22.95

Writing on Fire
eBook from $19.95

Writing Essays about 
Literature, 2e
eBook from $18.95

How to Read
eBook from $15.95

Writing about Literature, 
2e
eBook from $22.95

RESEARCH
Original Inquiry
eBook from $24.95

Style & Substance
eBook from $19.95

Who’s Your Source?
eBook from $18.95

STEM, BUSINESS, PROFESSIONAL, AND DIGITAL WRITING
Business and Professional 
Writing, 3e
eBook from $34.95

A Concise Guide to 
Technical Communication
eBook from $29.95

Writing Science in the 
Twenty-First Century, 2e
eBook from $34.95

AI and Writing, 2e
eBook from $17.95

Digital Writing, 2e
eBook from $20.95

Writing for Today’s 
Healthcare Audiences, 2e
eBook from $31.95

HANDBOOKS AND GUIDES
The Broadview Guide to 
Grammar, Usage, and 
Punctuation
eBook from $18.95

The Broadview Pocket 
Guide to Writing
eBook from $19.95

The Broadview Guide  
to Writing
eBook from $36.95

A Writer’s Handbook, 4e
eBook from $12.95

The Broadview Pocket 
Guide to Citation and 
Documentation, 3e
eBook from $12.95

Argumentative Essays: A 
Step-by-Step Guide
eBook from $9.95
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Jeffrey J. Cohen, Dean of 
Humanities, The College of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences at Arizona State 
University
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Leah Richards, LaGuardia 
Community College, City University 
of New York
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A Twenty-First-Century Guide

Don LePan, Corey Frost,  
& Maureen Okun
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Business and 
Professional Writing
A Basic Guide
T H I R D  E D I T I O N

Paul MacRae
with Joel Hawkes 
and Laura Fanning
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�A Concise Guide to Technical Communication packs so much into so few pages. �e ten-
chapter organization is perfect for courses on the quarter system or as a secondary text 
in STEM courses. �e text covers all of the fundamentals, including visual and online 

communication and presentations. �is concise edition has a visually clean page layout, 
making it easy to navigate the series of in-class exercises. Heather Graves and Roger Graves 

have wri�en a clear and concise text, modeling the excellent writing techniques they present.�

Kelly A. Harrison, Stanford University

�is compact but complete guide shows that less is more�with fewer extraneous details ge�ing 
in the way of students trying to learn on the run, it allows them to focus on the most important 
principles of e�ective technical communication. �e Concise Guide takes a rhetorical approach to 
technical communication; instead of se�ing up a list of rules that should be applied uniformly to all 
writing situations, it introduces students to the bigger picture of how the words they write can a�ect 
the people intended to read them. Assignments and exercises are integrated throughout to reinforce 
and test knowledge.

KEY FEATURES

�� Focuses throughout on immediate 
application of skills, with in-class exercises, 
lab assignments, and a major project 
integrated into the book

�� Takes a rhetorical approach to technical 
communication, emphasizing audience and 
context rather than rigid rules

�� Provides thorough and practical coverage 
of research methods in technical 
communication

�� Chapter on presenting information 
orally, including new examples of Prezis, 
slides, and handouts

�� Chapter on communicating information 
online including new sections on podcasts, 
screencasts, and video/YouTube

�� Helpful treatment of communication 
models to include networking and modes of 
communication 

�� New section in usability testing that 
discusses rating and reviews in the 
online world as a feature of feedback 
from users 

Heather Graves and Roger Graves are Professors Emeriti of English at the University of Alberta. 
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TODAY’S 
HEALTHCARE 
AUDIENCES
SECOND EDITION
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FIRST-YEAR COMPOSITION AT A GLANCE
Book Title The Big Picture Classroom Strengths

How to Read

�	 A guide to college-level reading, 
integrating strategy, comprehension, 
and critical thinking

�	 Broad coverage of challenges, from 
sentence-level difficulty to reading 
complex texts across genres

�	 Teaches practical strategies like skimming, 
inference, and sentence analysis 

�	 Includes case studies from fiction, memoir, 
and argumentative and academic texts

Academic Writing 
Now: A Brief  
Guide for Busy 
Students, 2e

�	 A concise guide to college writing 
basics designed for busy students 

�	 Chapters structured around the 
writing process

�	 Conversational, casual, humorous tone
�	 Four annotated sample student essays 

included
�	 Can be easily integrated into existing syllabi
�	 Also available in an edition with readings

The Mad 
Scientist’s Guide 
to Composition

�	 An offbeat introduction to 
composition that introduces writing 
as a mad scientist’s experiment

�	 Fosters creativity and helps 
students feel less afraid to make 
mistakes

�	 Irreverent, fun, playful tone
�	 Emphasizes writing to persuade, to inform, 

and to evaluate

The Essays Only 
You Can Write

�	 A guide to discovering and refining 
one�s personal voice, and putting it 
to work in academic writing

�	 Emphasizes freewriting, 
mindfulness, and emotional 
barriers to writing

�	 Organized around 3 main assignments: a 
personal essay, an analytical essay, and a 
research essay

�	 Strong antidote to the increasing prevalence 
of AI in writing

�	 Includes full chapter on peer feedback

The Argument 
Handbook
*also available in a 
concise edition

�	 A comprehensive guide to 
argumentative writing in a wide 
variety of genres and rhetorical 
situations 

�	 Modular structure provides 
flexibility for any syllabus

�	 The book is organized around three key 
areas of instruction: invention, audience, and 
authority

�	 Boxed asides align with these student 
struggles and help with writer�s block, 
audience expectations, and using sources

Speaking of 
Writing

�	 A highly visual approach to first-
year writing, packed with engaging 
and original activities

�	 Scaffolded instruction moves 
from personal narratives, analysis, 
and argument, to research, using 
sources, and multimodal portfolios

�	 Relatable student �characters� are introduced 
graphically in margins; their story arcs steer 
the instruction toward typical FYC obstacles 
and associated problem-solving

�	 Includes �micro-readings� from a wide 
variety of genres, from academic writing 
excerpts to recipes

The World Is a 
Text: Writing 
About Visual and 
Popular Culture

�	 A guide to first-year composition 
that centers on visual and popular 
culture as �texts� to be read and 
anlayzed; these analytical skills are 
then applied to writing in all kinds 
of contexts

�	 Brief and useful introducton to semiotics
�	 Chapters on writing about Race, Sports, 

Gender, Movies, Fashion, Media, Music, 
Technology, Public Spaces, and more

�	 Seven sample student essays included

Focus on Writing: 
What College 
Students Want to 
Know

�	 A combined rhetoric and 
reader that introduces first-year 
composition through Writing about 
Writing (WAW) pedagogy

�	 Conversational, empathetic; renders 
challenging WAW pedagogy more 
approachable

�	 Inquiry-based chapters emphasize reflection, 
transfer, and genre awareness

A Twenty-First-Century Guide

Don LePan, Corey Frost,  
& Maureen Okun
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Jeffrey J. Cohen, Dean of 
Humanities, The College of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences at Arizona State 
University
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Leah Richards, LaGuardia 
Community College, City University 
of New York
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What College Students  
Want to Know

McMillan

Laurie McMillan

FOCUS WRITING
onTHIS FIRST-YEAR COMPOSITION RHETORIC-READER uses a Writing about Writing (WAW) approach 

and a conversational style to help students engage in threshold concepts and transfer what they 
know about writing to new situations. Each chapter asks a key question such as “Why Write?” or 
“What Is the Rhetorical Situation and Why Should I Care about It?” Preliminary answers to the 
chapter question are provided in accessible prose, and these initial ideas are supplemented with a 
selection of three or four readings and a list of recommended online texts. 

Prompts for informal and formal writing projects keep the focus on writing and help students apply 
writing studies scholarship to their own lives in meaningful ways. 

A companion website includes recommended WAW resources, assignment supports, and links to 
additional readings: sites.broadviewpress.com/focusonwriting

KEY FEATURES

 �ƒ Accessible and engaging for students

 �ƒ User-friendly for new teachers, �exible for experienced teachers

 �ƒ Inquiry-based, with each chapter title asking a key question in writing studies

 �ƒ Attentive to both threshold concepts and practical strategies

Laurie McMillan is Associate Professor of English at Pace University. 
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“With Focus on Writing, Laurie McMillan personalizes the anthology-textbook genre: each text 
includes a motivating note on ‘why I included it,’ and each chapter opens with an essay grounding 

rhetorical principles in both disciplinary conversations and McMillan’s own lived experience 
as a writer, across genres and contexts. Prominent sidebars throughout the book remind us to 

CONNECT, with prompts to help link across chapters and courses and non-academic experiences, 
with a goal of improved transfer. Though the named audience is college students, teachers will 
bene�t from McMillan’s example: reading the book is like sharing an of�ce with an especially 

thoughtful and knowledgeable colleague, learning from them how to work with students.”

BENJAMIN MILLER, University of Pittsburgh

“Laurie McMillan’s Focus on Writing provides a fresh approach to ‘writing about writing.’�Unlike 
many texts, it speaks directly to students in a voice that includes them in conversations about 

why and how we write. The personal, witty style makes key concepts like inquiry, transfer, kairos, 
and genre both accessible and useful. McMillan’s conversation-based model of research and her 
attention to habits of mind will help students understand the kinds of things that good writers 

think about and do. And the structure of the book enacts the subtitle’s concept of ‘What College 
Students Want to Know,’ providing both a brief introduction to key activities that good writers 

perform and a selection of accessible readings from the �eld to which students can respond. The 
writing prompts, likewise, are designed to spur metacognitive thinking about writing processes and 

so will help students to transfer the strategies they re�ect upon to future writing.”

DOMINIC DELLICARPINI, Naylor Endowed Professor of Writing Studies,  
York College of Pennsylvania

COVER DESIGN: 

Em Dash Design

ISBN 978-1-55481-388-9

ISBN 978-1-55481-388-9

www.broadviewpress.com     

broadview press

BV-FocusonWriting-cover-Full-F2.indd   1 2018-10-03   4:46 PM

PAGE 4

PAGE 3

PAGE 5

PAGE 8

PAGE 6

PAGE 7

PAGE 9

PAGE 8



BROADVIEW PRESS 2026–2027 | Composition & Rhetoric 

3

READING

How to Read: A Twenty-First-Century 
Guide for Students

By Don LePan, Corey Frost, and Maureen Okun

eBook from $15.95 |
print  $22.95
200pp | 2026 | 9781554817528

A focused introduction
to reading at the post-
secondary level that reflects 
the emphasis in composition 
classrooms on the 
connections between reading 
and writing.

With reading having become more difficult for
many than ever before, universities and colleges are 
focusing increasingly on the degree to which reading 
and writing skills are interconnected, and are revising 
their curricula accordingly. This book aims to help. 

Using examples from a wide range of academic 
disciplines and from literature, How to Read offers 
practical advice on how to pick up on cues, how to 
infer the meanings of words, how to cope with long 
sentences and archaic language, and how to read 
critically. The book helpfully addresses challenges 
arising from gaps in background knowledge, 
unfamiliar vocabulary, complex sentence structures, 
and difficulties in identifying tone or point of view. An 
online chapter focuses on "reading" visual material. 

Throughout, How to Read prompts further thought
and discussion with a wide range of questions.

KEY FEATURES
• Focuses on critical reading and critical thinking skills 
• Demystifies common reading challenges (e.g.,

long texts, complex sentences, unfamiliar 
vocabulary, interpreting argument and tone)

• Teaches practical strategies such as scanning,
skimming, and recognizing textual cues

• Uses case studies across genres to apply reading
approaches in context

• Addresses multiple reading modes and tools,
including AI, audiobooks, and reading environments

“Given the contemporary crisis of reading, this will 
be a very valuable book across a variety of types of 
institutions of higher education. It is accessible and 
thought-provoking, and its pragmatic tips and well-
integrated examples will make it immensely valuable 
to students and instructors alike.” —JESSE CORDES 

SELBIN, GETTYSBURG COLLEGE

“This is an engaging and useful guide, offering clear 
advice and strong examples of how to practice skills 
that are essential to student success in college.” —

MAEVE ADAMS, DIRECTOR OF COMPOSITION, LEHMAN 

COLLEGE, CUNY

A Twenty-First-Century Guide

Don LePan, Corey Frost,  
& Maureen Okun

CONTENTS
Preface

1	 Introduction

2 	 The Reading Experience, and the Reading 
Environment

3 	 Scanning, Skimming, and Skipping

4 	 Picking Up on Cues

5 	 Long Sentences, Difficult Sentences

6 	 Archaic Language

7 	 Critical Reading and Critical Thinking

8 	 Using Sentence Combining to Help You 
Read

9 	 Using AI to Help You Read

10 	Spoken Words: Listening to Audiobooks, 
and Reading Out Loud 

11	 Learning to Read, Through Reading: Case 
Studies

Case Studies in Reading (1): Memoir, 
Inference

Case Studies in Reading (2): Fiction 
(narration and dialogue), Inference 

Case Studies in Reading (3): Historical 
Background, Vocabulary

Case Studies in Reading (4): Opinion/
Argument

Case Studies in Reading (5): Opinion/
Argument

Case Studies in Reading (6): Reading 
Sarcasm

Case Studies in Reading (7): Difficult 
Fiction

Case Studies in Reading (8): Academic 
Abstracts

12 	Reading Visual Material [online]

Postscript

NEW!



Composition & Rhetoric | BROADVIEW PRESS 2026–2027

4

FIRST-YEAR COMPOSITION Rhetorics

A brief rhetoric that caters to the busy lives of students with short chapters of highly practical advice, and 
to the busy lives of instructors with content that can be easily integrated into syllabi. Available with or 
without readings for added flexibility.

“Starkey delivers clear, ordered advice in a voice so familiar and colloquial that anyone’s anxiety about this often 
rigid academic subject will start to calm.” — RICHARD GUZMAN, NORTH CENTRAL COLLEGE

David Starkey�s always reliable rhetoric has never been so flexible. Instruction is delivered in three sections that 
mirror the writing process: pre-writing, drafting, and revision. Each chapter is designed to be read in a single sitting, 
and each offers two sets of exercises, one to be carried out individually and one to be tackled collaboratively. 

Starkey acknowledges the challenge that undergraduates face when balancing study with busy lives, and he 
answers this challenge with a focus on process and pragmatism. Time-saving tips and visual aids are used 
throughout, and four sample student papers are included in appendices.

In the edition with readings, 23 provocative, contemporary selections have been chosen to spark classroom 
discussion and engagement. Readings are grouped into five topics: AI, social and political fractiousness, the 
environment, entertainment, and campus life.

CONTENTS
PART ONE: READY, SET …
1	 Academic Writing: 

An Overview
2	 Academic Reading
3	 Ideas into Text
4	 Arguments and 

Organization
5	 Researching Your 

Topic

PART TWO: GO
6	 Introduction: Hooking 

Your Reader
7	 Body Paragraphs: 

And I Ought to Keep 
Reading Because?

8	 Conclusion: Wait � 
Don�t Stop

PART THREE: GO AGAIN
9	 Taking Another Look
10	Handing It Over

PART FOUR: READINGS  
[included only in the edition 
with readings]
A. Artificial Intelligence 
B. Can�t We All Just Get 

Along?
C. Our Changing Planet
D. That�s Entertainment 
E. Campus Life

Appendix I: Genres of 
Academic Writing

Appendix II: A 
Brief Guide to 
Documentation

Academic Writing Now:  
A Brief Guide for  
Busy Students 
Second Edition
By David Starkey

eBook from $21.95 | print $30.75 | 
248pp | 2021 | 9781554815098

Academic Writing Now 
with Readings:  
A Brief Guide for  
Busy Students  
By David Starkey

eBook from $28.95 | print $40.95 | 
360pp | 2024 | 9781554816491

ALSO AVAILABLE

Academic Writing, Real World Topics
By Michael Rectenwald and Lisa Carl

print only $85.75 (available only in Canada and the US) 
720pp | 2015 | 9781554812462

Academic Writing, Real World Topics is a WAC/WID 
rhetoric and reader that prepares students in the 
Humanities, Social Sciences, and Physical Sciences 
for college-level research and writing. 

Academic Writing, Real World Topics
Concise Edition
By Michael Rectenwald and Lisa Carl

print only  $50.75 (available only in Canada and the US) 
392pp | 2016 | 9781554813308
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