Book Proposal Template

Please use this template as a guide for preparing your proposal, which should be three to eight pages long.

1. Tentative Title
A working title that reflects the focus and scope of the proposed book. 
Keep in mind that a book’s title is still the main means by which an academic is likely to discover a book during general internet searches for “business writing textbook,” etc.; and it is still the first thing an academic will encounter when at conferences, thumbing through catalogs, and so on.

2. Description and Rationale
A summary of the book’s purpose, central themes, goals, and the reasons for undertaking the project.
· What is the book about?
· Why is it timely or necessary?

3. Table of Contents
A chapter-by-chapter breakdown of the proposed content.
· Include a chapter title and brief summary of each chapter.
· For Broadview Editions, include a list of the proposed appendix materials.

4. Relevance to Current Teaching and Scholarship
Explain how the project connects to current pedagogical practices and academic conversations.
· How might it be used in undergraduate courses?
· What gap does it fill in current teaching or scholarship?
· What teaching approaches or disciplinary trends does it align with?

5. Potential Market
Identify the target audience and potential course adoptions. Be specific.
· Specify academic disciplines, course titles, and levels (e.g., first-year composition, upper-level undergraduate research methods).
· Who will assign or read this book?

6. Competing or Complementary Works
Provide an overview of similar titles and how your project compares to each.
· What books already exist on this topic?
· How is your work distinct or necessary in light of them?

7. Use of Primary Sources (if applicable)
If your project includes primary texts, explain their selection and any translation or editorial issues.
· Are there copyright concerns?
· How significantly will these inclusions affect the book’s length?
· Will you provide your own translations or use existing ones?

8. Non-Textual Materials
List any planned charts, graphs, images, screenshots, or other visual elements.
· Include rough counts and descriptions, and note any necessary permissions.
· Note any pedagogical features that you plan to include (boxed asides, marginal annotations, and/or other peritextual apparatus).

10. Estimated Completion Date
When do you expect to finish the manuscript?
· Include both a full-draft estimate and any key milestones.

11. Estimated Total Length
Approximate word count of the complete manuscript—or, in the case of an edition or collection of primarily poetry or drama, an approximate line count. (Page count will depend on things like trim size, font, margins, and graphical elements, so please stick to word count.)

12. Sample Writing
For authored books (rather than historical editions or anthologies), it is highly recommended that you provide a draft of the introduction or a sample chapter. If material from the proposed project isn’t ready for sharing, consider submitting a piece of writing that reflects your style and approach for the intended student audience.

13. Curriculum Vitae (CV)
Attach your current CV.
· Include relevant academic background, publications, teaching experience, or professional expertise.

14. Available Funding (optional)
If you have access to institutional or grant funding that can be used toward the book’s production costs, you may mention this, but it is not a requirement.
